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How much does zero-buoyancy optical
cable cost

Overview
The Fathom Tether is a high quality tether cable designed specifically for ROVs and
other subsea applications.

Key Takeaways
Zero-buoyancy optical cables for ROVs and subsea applications range from
approximately $0.20 per meter to $279.60 per unit, depending on length, type, and
manufacturer.Pricing Overview
• Blue Robotics Fathom Tether: Neutrally buoyant tethers designed for ROVs range
from $30 to $279.60 depending on length and configuration. Standard tethers are
available up to 300 meters, while slim tethers are limited to 200 meters. These
tethers include pre-installed connectors and are optimized for low drag and deep-
water operations .

• HobbyWater Zero-Buoyancy Underwater Cable: Offers options such as 60 meters or
260 meters with 2-core or 4-core watertight connectors. Pricing is not explicitly listed
on the site, but these are typically sold as premium subsea cables suitable for ROVs
and underwater robotics .

• Amazon Zero-Buoyancy Optical-Electric Hybrid Cable: A 100-foot (approximately 30
meters) hybrid cable for subsea robotics and offshore applications is available, with
prices varying based on seller and specifications. This cable is designed for long-
distance tether management and continuous underwater operation .

© 2026 RIVO MULTITRADE OPTICAL SYSTEMS - All rights reserved



Page 2/4

• Accio and Other Industrial Suppliers: Bulk or high-performance fiber-optic ROV
tethers can cost as low as $0.20 per meter for large-volume projects (e.g., Rovmaker
Umbilical Cord Cables) or around $0.80 per meter for single-mode fiber-optic tethers
with high data throughput .
Factors Affecting Price
• Length of Cable: Longer cables significantly increase cost due to material and
manufacturing complexity.

• Connector Type: Watertight connectors (e.g., MCIL, MCBH, Binder 770) add to the
price.

• Cable Type: Hybrid optical-electric cables are more expensive than purely electrical
zero-buoyancy tethers.

• Performance Specifications: Tensile strength, abrasion resistance, and seawater
durability influence cost.

• Volume and Supplier: Bulk orders or industrial suppliers may offer lower per-meter
pricing compared to retail or hobbyist suppliers.
Summary

For small-scale or hobbyist ROVs, expect to pay $30–$280 per tether depending on
length and connectors. For industrial or research applications, prices can range from
$0.20 to $0.80 per meter for high-performance fiber-optic zero-buoyancy cables.
Always consider the required length, connector type, and operational environment
when budgeting for these cables .
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://rivomultitrade.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://rivomultitrade.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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